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Thank you for your interest in  completing the Illinois Green Ribbon Schools application. In order to 

complete this application, you will need to collect extensive data about your school's facility, health 
and safety policies. food service, and environmental and sustainability curriculum and assessment 

The applicalion guide is provided Iu help you prepare your applicab'on. We strongly encourage you to 

use it to begin your research. Applications must be submilted electronically, viathis survey, m ISBE 
no lQer man February 15.2012 

The U.S. Department of Education's Green Ribbon Schools (ED-GRS) award is intended m recognize 

those schools taking a comprehensive approach m greening their school. A comprehensive 

approach incorporates and integrates environmental learning with maximizing positive environmentll 

and health impacts. The award criteriaare intended m focus on measurable outcomes wherever 

possible. 

This is atwo-step process. The first step is  to complete and submit this form to be selected as a state 

nominee. If the school is  subsequently selected, the second step of the process is to provide 

additional information for the nominee packqe mat will be forwarded m the U.S. Department of 

Education (ED). Each stale may submit up to four nominees m ED. Upon review. ED will then award 

approlmately 100 Green Ribbons from these nominees. 

Application reviews will be based on the applicants demonstrated progress mwards the goals of 

each of the three ED-Green Ribbon Schools Pillars: 

Pillar I goal: The school has a net zero environmental impact 

Pillar II goal: The school has a positive impact on the health and performance of students and staff 

Pillar Ill goal: 100%of the school's graduates are environmeOllly and suslaiMbility literate 

1. These are ambitious goals and few if any schools are expected m have achieved all three, or 

perhaps even 100% of any one of the pillars. 

2. Schools demostrating exemplary achievement inall three Pillars will receive the highest ranking. 

3. It is important to demonstrate concrete achievement, using quantified measures, whenever possible 

4. If your school is  being actively considered, additional documents supporting your answers may be 

requested. 

As you'll see in  the application form below, the Illinois State Board of Education has broken down 
each Pillar into 'Elements' in order m provide more delail and explanation for what is  meant by each 

Pillar. Each Element then has a series of qws(ions which will demonstrate the progress made in  

achieving these goals. Some questions have been grouped mgether inm categories for the sake of 

clarity and organidon. 

Once you begin yow application, you may save and return m it at any time. 

You must submit your application no later than February 15, aOl2 
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By submitting this electrmicspplicafim, theschod principal and distrid superintendent (uequivalents) m thenext 

pagecertify, for publicschds, that each dthestatements belwcmcerning theschd's eligibility and ampliance 

with thefdlwing requirements is trueand car&. F u  privateschds, thesignatures d t h e s c h d  principal and 
district superintendent ( u  equivalent) m the next pagecertify that statements 1 thrmgh 7 and statement U aretrue. 
In no case, is a private school required to make any certification with regard to the public school district in which it is 

located. 

. Theschod has s m a n f i g r d m  ma indudes m e o  moedgrade K-12. ( M o d s  m thesane-sm-th m e  
prinapd. wen aK-U schd. mstapplyassl  mlireschod.) 

. Theschod khiweo- dcrsetokhiwingthe@s ddlthreeGreer Ribbm Pillss: 1) envirmmentd s l d  
sustain&ilityeducatim; 2) hd fhy  s c h d  mvirmments; sldJ) mvirmmentd invzcIsld msgyefliamcy. 

. Theschd is in crmplisleenith dl a p p l i d e a r u p a i m d  safety s l d  hedm s t a d d s s l d  has nocutstanding 

cititims fa vidatim dfwkrd. s- o l a d  arupaimd safety s l d  hedth regulaims s l d  standads, n o  has 
redved such acasem-thin the past yes. 

T h e s c h d  is in crmplisleenith dl applidetederd fmdslddrugstandsds, indudingmeFederd Fmd, Drug.sld 
-metic A a s l d  has nomtstsldngvidatims, n o  has redved such acasenithin thepsst yes. 

. Theschod is in crmplisleenith dl app l ide-s ld  I d  arks s l d  has nocutstadngatatims fa s taeo  I d  
mvirmmentd, h d t h ,  existing building, fire. plumbing, tmchslid, o m  maintmsleecrdes. I-, o 
regulaims, n o  has resdved such acasenithin me past yes. 

T h e s c h d  hasndbeendtednithinme~tmreeyessfatiluretomee(fwkrd, staeolocal p b a b l e w q u d i t y  

standads. - Theschd has n d  been atednimin melastthreeyessfa inprqm nmqpment d hazwda~s rrasteamdngto 

federd a d s *  r w l d i m s .  

. Neithstheapplicant n o  its publicschod distridis r&singmeU.S. Deparmert d Edudm OffiaedCivil Rights 

(OCR) ;lapss t o i n f o t r d m  necessay toinvetigaeaavil rightsmrnplant otoandudadistidni&crmplislce 
review. 

- OCR has ndissuedavidaim IetLBdfindingtothepublicschod dstridandudngthdapplicslt o t h e  public 
schod dnr idasa~dehasv iddodmeomoedmeav i l  rights rtautes. Avidatim IeIterdfindingnill ndbe 

ansideredcutstadngifU34 has kcep lsdamrdvep ls l  torenedythevidaim. 

. TheU.S. DepabnentdJusticedms ndhaveapendng suitdl~ngthathepublicschod othepublicschod 

distrid as awhde h= v iddedmeo moedtheavi l  rights s ta tes  o the Cmslimtim's equd prdetim dause. 

Thseaenofinding d v i d a i m s  dmelndividudsnith DisaMlilie Educdim Ad in  aU.S. DepabnartdEducatim 

mni to ing repot thd apply tome publicschd a plblic s h o d  dmid in qustim; o if thereae such f indng.  the 

state- publicschod distrid has mredEd, o q p e d t o m r e d .  thefindng. 

. Theschd s l d  thedinrid(i f  meschod is apublicschod) metapplicablefederd, stae. W i M ,  s l d  local h d t h .  

mvirmmentd s l d  s m  requirenenb in lam. regulrdims. s l d  pdicy, s l d  isnillingtoundergoU.S. Envirmmentd 

P r d d m  Agarcy (EM) msiteverificdim. 
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M o d  Nan? 

Pane Cmning Cham moo1 



Sueet Address 

1531 Jones Point Real 

Prinapd First Nane 

Ni@ 

Prinapd Last Nane 

Whittin@on. exenniwdrermr 

Prinapd Ensil Address 

nwhimn@on@pc&~wl .wg 

Prinapd Phme Nu* 

847-543-9722 

Leed Applicant First Nane(if dfkrenttrmn pinapd) 

Naomi 

Leal Applicant Last -(if dfkrmtfranprinapd) 

HBshisR 

Leed Applicslt E n d  

n h e r s h i s ~ @ p ~ ~ w l . o r g  

Leed Applicslt Phme Nu* 

847-543-9722 

Level 

K - 8  

vpe 

Chaner 

H m m l d  y m  dsoibeymr  schd? 

Pnvatellndepmdmt 

District a d  Me 

340499m5 

S c h d  Nane 

PriurleCmsslna Chaner School 



Does ycur schod hared least 40percentd ycur students honab+abvmtaged Wgrcund? 

NO 
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Application Oulline: 

Green Ribbon Pillars and Elements PdnD 

CrssCutling puestims: Pmiapaion in Green Wool  Progans mdbrAwa& for 5 poinb 
Ennronmmlal and Suseinabilily Efforts 

PILLAR ONE: Net ~eroenvirmnentd i- 30PL 

Elematl4: Zsogeenhcusegas (GHG) snissims 15 points 

Enngj 

Buildng 

Elenent 18: lnprwedMerquz4ity, e(fiamcy, mdcmswat im 5 points 

Wan 

Grounds 

Elenent 1C: R h c e d  wastepmhdim 5 points 

waste 

Hambus waste 

Elemat ID: U s e d d t e m a i v e t r m s ~ m  4 rhring, m d  honschod 5 points 

PILLAR TWa Pasiliveilmadm studentand stdf hdIh: 30PL 

Elenent2A: An integrdEd schod envirmmentd hsdm p q r a n  15 poinb 

Inbagad Pet MmagPmmr 

Conlaninant mnwols m d  m61aion 

Asthrnamnbol 

lnmor ar wali 

Moisfllfe mnbol 

Chem~d m m q m m t  

Elenent2B: Hi* standrds d nuuilim, fitness, m d  quali ty dqudi ty cuubx time 15 polnts 

Fmess md outdwr 6me 

Food md Numon 

UlIraVvlole (UV) 

& AR THREE: IamdIheschml's arabobas aee~yimnmmtdlv and sus- 
m a %  

Elenent3A: I n w d i s d p l i n q  lwning&mtIhe key 20poina 
rdat imshig behrsEn dynsnicenvirmmentd, mcrgymd h u m  sysIm6 

Elenent Used themvirmnent m d  sustainability todevdw S l E M  cmtmt. 5 points 
kndedge. mdminkingskills 

Elemat 3C: Develqnmnt m d  m i d m  d avic tngagement kndedgemd skills 10 points 

TOTAL MDpoints 



QCCL Is your schd p s t i d e n g  in a l d ,  s w  a naimally recognidgreen schd prqlrarhich esks ycu m 
bpnchmsk prcgress in s o ~ f a s h i m  ( fa ex-% Ndimal Wldlife Fedcraim EcaSchds USA. Green Schds 
Allimce. Cdlaboib;vefa High Pafonmoeschds. a Prajed Lesning Tree's Green Schds!)? 

Which prcgran(s) seycu palidpaingin mdwhaIevel(s) hweycu a-hieved? 

QCQ: Hss ycur schd. sidiastudmf bady reeivedsly -&fa envirmmsltd asustinability 
StensdshiNdm? 

ws 

Please list theirrsds ycu hwereeived m d  the yass ycu reeived then 

BP Leader A w a d  2CS4: 'Chater Up" mad horn the lllinols NeONork of Chatm Sd~ools for our innovlllve Farn to Table 

proyam. 2UX: LEED Goldcertifimion. 2(308 

Buildings, grounds and operadions goal: The school has made sianificant Droaress toward 'net zero' 

gnvironmental imoact (zero carbon, solid waste, and hazardous waste footprints). 

Pillar 1 includes tour main elements: 

A) Reduced greenhouse gas emissions. using an energy audit or emissions inventory and reduction 

plan, cost-effective energy efficiency improvements and owsite renewable energy andlor purchase of 

green power. 

B) Improved water quality, efficiency, and conservation. 

C )  Reduced solid waste production. through increased recycling, reduced consumption, and 

improved management, reduction, or eliminalion of hazardous waste sbeam. 

D) Expanded use of alternative bansportation to, during and from school, through active promotion of 

locally-available options and implementation of enabling projects and policies. 

Each question in  this section is  designed to measure your school's progress towards Pillar 1 and its 

associated 4 elements. 
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QlAL Can ycur schd denmsbaeareductim in its GreenhcuseGas enissims? 

NO 

Please prwidethefdlarring infamaim: 

QlA2: Has ymr schd  reeived EPA ENERGY STAR conificaim a dos if meel the requirenarts f a  ENERGY STAR 
d n d m ?  

NO 

If yaw schd  reeivd thecertificaim, plsase ndetheyea it rss aEhieved m d  the sme rgeived: 



QlA3: Has ymr schad reduced its tdd n m i r s l s p d m  en-gy usefran sl initial baseline? 

NO 

P1-e p w i d e m e f d l d n g  intamaim: 

Q l A l  Wha percmtqpdymr schd's m s g y  is dnAndfran: 

On-site renwable mugy generaon : 23% 
P u r h d  renewableenergy : none inmoondly 

In wha yea mus ymr s c h d  cmstrucled? 

1999-2006 (5 bulldngs) 

Wha is m e t d d  buildingseadymr schad? 

42.701 +q. R (33981 wnsuuaed within lasf 10 yeas. 8729 prmously exlsnng) 

Q m 5 :  Has y w r  schod cmstruchd a n m  building a renwded sl existing building in the past ten yeas? 

Yes 

Please pwidemefdlaring intamaim: 

Permlageof the buildng amma rnem qeen build * d a d s  (for exanple. LEED. CHPS. Green Globe or othei standads) 

: 72%of new wnmumon 

Which certifimon ddyou rex i vemdawha l~d? :  LEED Gold 

Wha IS the mid mnmaed am? : Of n m  buildng. 13.7ll +q. R LEED Gold certified: 10.960~~ R wdifies for LEED 

certification bulcertifidon no1 applied for me In certifimon wst 9 . 3 1 0 ~ ~  R doe not wdib. 
Wha is the lord rmovaed aea? : 0 SQ R 

Q U 6 ;  Doany psts dymrs&!imbuilding meelqeen build star&& ( t a  erarple. LEED, CHPS. Wepn GI*. a 
dheJ Stads&)? 

NO 

Please pwideme t d l d n g  intamaim: 

Q U 7 :  Doa ymr schod reduceandlo d i s e t m e g e p n h m s e ~  missims franbuildingensgy use? 

NO 

Plmse p w i d e m e f d l d n g  infomaim: 

QlA8: Plmse indcaewhich green building pracrica ywr  schad is using tomsure y w r  buildng is energy eHicient 

School has m mmg~ a d  waer dWimt proma purch~ngmdpromremmr policy in plare 

Other (please -be): Sd~ool has geothermd h d n g  md cooling synem: whool has windblrbine and sola pads. New 

buildngs mnsouaedwith th~& lnsulaion admergy-elfiaml wlnrbm mdwlnrbw p l a ~ n m ~  
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Qlel :  C a  y w  denmstraearedudim i n  y w r  schal'stdd waer cmsumptim (masurd in gdlmshxmpslt) fran 

m initial baseline? 

NO 

Q182: Which dthefdlaring patices does ymr schad enplqeetoinaeasewaer eHidmcyandensurequdity? 
( ~ 6 6 e c h e l c  dl m a m y )  

Our whool mnmm mnud a~daotthe taoliimd imgdon sysbms to mare  they aeheeof siyuficmtwaer I& and tn 



ldRloly OppOmnlOa for savlng 

Our sdIool's IrntkqJ~ng a wae-Maat  rndlor regonally qpmpnaee 

Our &tool uses M a b v e  waer souroes (ie gey waer) for irnc@on belore powle wde 

Taps tau-. andbuntans a our sdmol ae de;neda lm9 lwlcernnually la r d o e  mnranlnabon andsums and aeraors 
are de;neda least annually m remove paoollae lead deposm 

Please pmfidethetdlming infnmt im h t  yolr schd's landscaping 

Wha pmmcge or your mfd l r n w i n g  is mnsldered waer-eiilaenr or regonally appropnae? : 90?+ 

ma typs of plann are u d a d  whme are thqr IDcded? : naive prairie p l a n  and trees are planmi throu@out the ranpus 

Pleaseckaibethedternaewaw w r c e  usedfn irrigaim. (Maxinumlmwmds) 

We havebur l m g d l o n  asternsfor mllanng ranwaer on our LEED rertified dassroom buildng. Other campus builtin95 
hwe ran bands for mllming ran waer and w&ngfoo&piuden asas. We do not rely upon Clp waoer hi lrndseplng neer. 

a 41. 

Please desaibe the pragam y w  hare in plamtoanbd l e d  in drinking vBa. (Maxinum l o m d s )  

Q l e 3  Cur schd's drinking-canes ham 

Munlapal waer souroe 

Q 1 8 4  Pleasedembeanyaddilimd p ragss  y w r  s c h d  has nsde- inprwing-qudity. *amw, s l d  

anservdim. (Maxirmmlwmds) 

Our sdI001 h a  &al-Rush m i l e  tha use less waa h r  liwid was= All hathroom faum ae motion-omsored aum-ofl 

fauw rnd sinks hem? low-lowlaerrted fa~oas. 
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QlCL Whapercentagedsdidrrasteis d v e r t e d h m l s l ~ l l i n g a  incinmding duetorqd ingandb mnpasting(i.e 

Recyding Rae)? 

A- Monthly (lab- semm in mbicyack (pabay?&mpsm slze(s) x numba ot mlledlons p a  month x p m m w f u l l  

when mptiedor m l l ~ .  : lOmb1cyx4 

B - Monthly reqd~ng volume in mblcyads (reqding&mpstesizes(s) x numberoimllemons per month x pmmegefull 

when empried or wl lmsf .  : 40 wblcyack 
C - Monthly wmposwle mamids wlume(s) In mblcyack (hodsoqn~od soiled paper drnpsle slze(s) x numba of 

wlledlons per month x p m m ~ f u l l  when m p ~ e d  or w l l m .  : 4 mbicyads 

Reqdlng Rae= ( (B + C)  +(A+ B + C) r 100) : 81.5% 

QlCZ: Wha permlqpd yorr schd's t a d  dliceldassram papa antent by nrst is post-cmsumx -id a fib 

f r m f n e s h  certifiedasrespolsibly mqpd by theFaest StRlardshiphnal, SustinableFastry Initidive. 

Amxican TreeFamSystcmadher~f icat im -dad. (Ifaprah~ct i sm ly  J1)6recyded. m ly  J1)6dthe-t 

shorld beanted) 

90?+ 

QlC3: Wha permraged the- dliceklmsram paper antent by nrst is t d l y  chlainefree(TCF) a processed 

Ehlainefree (PCF) 

0?+ 

QlC11: Pleaseprwidethefdlming infnrndim h t  yorr schd's ha~~dmsrras le  

How mu& haz;r&us waste &es you &tool pr&oe (Ibslpesonly~a)? : 0 

HOW IS theanountparteddmlaxr? : wedon'tperaerny hazadous w a e  

bR the lypes of hazadous wastegeneraed : none 

O1CS: WhiEh dthefdlavina bmEhnsks has yolr s a d  aEhievedtoRinimlaadsdelv me h ~ d m I s * a s t e ?  



- 
(Please check all that apply) 

Our sd~ool has a hazardous waste poliq for sorag?. maagemat md dsposd the is adlvdy mfo rd .  

Our sdIool tisposes of unw&td mmpum md el&ronicpro&m throu* m approved recyding k l i l y  or pmym.  

Which geen deaning s m b d  is used? 

QlC6: Dasycur schod use'third paly cettified green demingpahds? 

m 

Please pwidethefdlming intorndim abcut the yeen dsa ing  paducts used in ycur schod: 

We permrage by volume 01 dl deaning pr&a In use ae "third paty &fie& ~ B B I  deanlng pr&m? : 75% 

We spmf i cym~ deaning procba s m b d  (Green S. Emlogo. Bc) &s theschool use? : G r m  Seal GS-37 

Q 1 W  Whal ah- i n d i d o s  h y c u  hared ycur schod's redudm dsdid-temdelininaim d h-drus-te? 

(Maximrn 2Wrads) 

Evmy trash w In our school 1s m&ed up with adealy labded r q d e  bin. Bins are pmotidly monitoredfor "sor6ng 

enors." E d  dassroomkangaea has ammpon bln: tood waste. p~ wastemdotha appropnale mawids a e  mmposted. 

We have a trash-free lun& proym lor our students. md my school-provided IundIes mme in r e  usable mntaners (only 

pmvldedonoe p a  w&). We have irnplemmted monthly Grepn Chdlmges thainvolvemnlem to inaeaseour reuse01 
items. our rqding, md to rdoeour mmumpuon in wad (I- used IS less to dspose OF). 

Q l D ~ W h ~ p e r m t s p d y w r s ~ d m t s * s l k .  bike. bus, aspal (2 +studentinthes) tdfranschd? 

90% 

Hw-this datacdleaedmd cdculded? (Maximrn100rads) 

An-ldly md wsud estimaion: we have ampool pr-rethals monimred by &so wesee ihermcknts ga into a d  
out of cas: it is vay raeto seeslubts @out done. The school helps ma& up cspools sin- we do not ofla busing 

s-oes. Mmy rmdents wdk or biketo m d h m  school & dq (&out25%); w e m  daerminethe permlq? based on the 

number otstucknts who aerelemedto wdkor bike homeatheadof theday, as parmts must inlorm theschool offiae. 

QlD2: Which dmefdlor ing pdiaes o pogam has ywr  s c h d  i n p l m t e d :  

Our s&ool h a  k i q a e d  cspool paking sralls. 
Our s&ool has aGlblished 53% P&m Routes m school whlh aetisaibutdto pamts and posted in our office 

QlD3: Describe h w  yolr s c h d  trmspo'mim use i s  etiiaent m d  has reduced envirmmentd impads (eg. the 

permed s c h d ~ e d  declridhybidlaltemldvefuel vehides in ywr  fld. a a h a  indicdos d signif imt 
reduclims i n  Rlissims): 

Our shoo1 does not own buses or pronde umsportaion. Weown 1 pi&-up rm& for plowlngsnow -- this is our only 

veh~de. 

QlD4: Whatpermtgedtheschd gmndssedevaed toecdqicdly beneficd u s 6  ( s c h d  vegRsblegsden. 

crildlifea nldveplmt habitats. autdmdassraq rnvirmmentd r s t u a i m  pqeas, rain gsdm, etc) a 

saiallykulturdly benefic4 uses (eg., playgmnds. m t d m  spkes designed m d  used regulsly hr social interslim. 

dhleblco reumtimd seas. d k i n g o  runningtrails etc)? 

100% 

QlD5: This i s t h e m d d  tills L Pleasedescribemy aha kcmplishments o p q r s s  ymr s c h d  has RBdetarads 

reduanglPliminaing enuirmmentd impads o impwing yolr energy eliiaency. (Uinimrn2Wrads) 

Wedo not havedaa m mmpaeour paformmaeto baselinedaa b a s e  our dmsroom builting were built spmfidly to 

be magy md warn Mfiomt md proqms have been in plse sinoethq o p e d  Welmplemmt monthly mvironmmtal 

&allmgs ha pmmooe stewadshlp behaiors. We havesE-badc thmosols; all limu are C F k  or 0th- low-mew 
opuons. All d ~ o o m s  havedqiimt-mhmong windom to rdoeneedfor limt and haveopnons m lum on some(rather 

thm dl) otthe limts. LI@U aedso on mouon smson so they go oAwhm no oneis using meda5yoomsor bathrooms. 

Our dassroom bulldngs have thi& lnsulaion m r d o e  heaing a d  moling n&. W e d s  have geothand heaing m d  

moling. mentioned pr&ously. as wdl as a wind turbine ind m mayotsola pmds. Weae working to expandmd add more 



mmqj efiioenl W r e s  to our ompus in the necr bure  In -on m laRb r w e d  office papa. we pu&ase reqdd rn~ la  

papa ind paper towels Classes aemmurrgedm usedoth tmds when d m  c b  so. indead1 dassroom 1s equ~ppedvnh 

r w d l e  dshes ind  sllvetwae so m a  no ~ s p o d l m e r  p&m m USEI &nng dass meds or pmes 
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Pillar 2: Heahv School Environments 

Healthy student and staff environment goal: The school improves the health and Derformance of 

students and staff. 

Pillar 2 includes two main Elemenls: 

A) An integraied school environmental health program based onan operations and facility-wide 

environmental management system that considers student and staff health and safety in all practices 

related to design, construction, renovation, operations, and maintenawe of schools and grounds. 

6) High standards of nutrition, fimess, and quaniilyof quality outdoor lime for both studenls and staff. 

Each question in this section is designed to measure your school's progress toward Pillar 2 
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Q Z A k  Which d the fd la r ing  p r d c e s  dos yolr s c h d  &q nim regads topest mnqpment? (Please&& dl 

mat apply) 

Our school has in ~ntegaed pgt management plin In plaoeto r d r n m d o r  elimlnae pesnodes. 

Copes of pestidde labels. mpies ol notias. MSDS a d  innud summaies of pesticide applmlions are dl available ind  in in 

anzssible l odon .  

Our A o o l  prohibm h i l&m from entering a m a d  amlor  aleest8 hours dfer theueament or longs if reqired by the 

pesticide label. 

Q Z A 2 :  Whi& d ihe id l a r i ng  prartices dos yolr s a d  &q toirrprwemCarinmt m t r d  mdvent i la im? 

(Please&& dl thdapply) 

Our school has ammprehens~w lndwr ar  prdlfy minagemmtprogan tha 1s mnslstentwlth Incbor Alr Qud~fy (IAQ) ~oo l s  

for Sd~ools 

Our A o o l  meas ASHRAE Sw&%d 62 1.2010 (U8lblaon for acceprable~ncbor ar  prdrty) 

Our A o o l  has eliminited mercury-mntining t h m o m s m ,  hmld mmpounds. a t&an~ds ,  etc a d  elemental 
mercury 

Our shoo1 dsposes of m y  unwmred mercury laordory hemids.  thmomemsind other &as in amrdance with 

e d ,  sae, i nd  l o d  ennmnmen~ rell~laions. 

Our sd~ool has CO dams m m  the reqriremenh ofthe Naiond fire Prot~non Assooaon mdp720. 

Thereae no wood mumre on school qoundsthamntin hromaempper asenae 
Our school visudly insp- dl sUuaures on amonthiy basism ensurethey aefree ofmolcl moimre.md waer I-. 
Our school's lncbor re law humirbty 1s m a n t i n d  below W. 
Our school has molrmre r5lstaIt mrWdJprotedlvesrjtens insfdld (ie. Roonng, ublshowe: b a n g .  and piping). 

Our school has a&emid  minagffnent progan tha induds: d ~ e m i d  purhawng policy (low or no-VOC pro&m), 

storage and labeling. uanlng ind  hindlng, hazad mmmun~cxOon. spllls ( d m  up anddspod). ind  selenng EPA's D s i g  

for the Environmmtapproved deming prorbm. 

Our sd~ool prohibie smokng on canpus ind  in public s3ool buses. 

If your A o o l  has mmbustion appliince. is th a m  lnvenmry ofthem a d  are theymnudiy inspenedm ensure theyae not 

r e l d n g  Cabon Monoxide? (yeslnolno mmbustion appliinas): no -- waer heaen not inspmtdmnudly 

Wha permtage of dl dassrooms with rxbn  levels gBder thm 4 pCiR have bem mitigad in mnbrmmrnwith ASTM 

EZ121?: no dangerous rxbn  ledsdaeaed. 



12. Page Twelve 

QZBk Which padice% dos yol r  s c h d  ernplqr topondenutr i l im. p h y s i d  adivity and werdl s c h d  health? 

(PleasechaE* dl t h d  apply) 

Our d o o l  pabopaes in a Fam m m o o 1  progan or oIhn pmqan to uulize lo& food in our cdnnia 

Our sd1oo1 hasan onsneloodg+sden. 

Our studB10 spendan aver- o t a  lsan 120minubes per we& (over Ihe pist yea) in sd1ool supeMsed physical & d o n .  

A[ 1-1 5 m o f  our studenti mnud p h y j ~ d  d m o n  o*5 plaoeomhors. 

Please l ist  y m r  schd ' s  USDA HedthierUS Srhd Chdlmge- lwei a dsa ibedher  nulr i t im pag ran  

(Maximrn ill)mrds) 

Pleesedsaibethetyped wWo e r e r a s e ~ n i t i e s a n d n ~ r e - b a s e d r e o d m  avaldetostudmts. (Maxirmm 

zrn=d+) 

Students pamdpae in PE., which is ouubors when weal16 permit. Every smdent h m  reoess 1-2 Omes p s  ctq. ouubors 
unlss lhne is limmingor below zno tempnaures. C l a s s  93 ouhideto work in lher cpdens or atour los l  f a n  except 

dnng  mntn; d m  aemmuraged m 93 ouhideon adaily basis for lermingoppormnitie. which oftm involve walking or 

oIhn physid admty. Wedn not provideadool lunch except for amonIhly fan-ro-fable proqan. andaweekly p ina lunch. 

whia is provided by Orgaic We and indudes hesh fruits andwg3&1les. locdly sourced whm avalale. OrgmicLite is Ihe 

leadng providA of h&y d o o l  lunaes in Illinois. Eah F a n  to Tablelunch W r e s  avainy of prodoe planted. gown. 
and havested by our studenh. horn kdero whea m W s .  Thesmdents Ihm pabopaein a meal oeaed by paent 

voIuntsAs. and present m Iher peas &out Iher mop ame  lunches. This meal. ammpanled by expeiientid leaning, makes 

an Impad fa beyond Ihe lunch fable. Students bring homeIher knowledgeand expmmoe of gowlngand eaing neu. hedIhy 

foods. and w makeasiqmwt Impad on Iher own fanilys puramlng andeaing behavior. 

QZBZ: Whd  percmtage(byaE.t) d fmd purchased by y m r  schd is  certifiedas ' m v i r m m t d l y  p&dtn (eg. 

Ogmic. FarTrade. F d  Allianrm, Rdnfmest Allianrm, Be)? 

9m(butwedn not providelunch for our sldenh) 

QZB3: This i s t h e m d d  tills 2. Pleasedsaibeany additimd pqlress yprr schd has madein terms dtheschal 's  

builtand n m r d  m v i r m m t  (induding uniqueanrmnity andlobusiness pamerships) mp- w6dl rtudmt 

and s W  health and dely .  (Maxirmrn Zrnmrds) 

Wehavea pamaship wlIh alocal fam;mdem workamefmn andlerm ?hutfmningpraesand healIh lsues. We 

haveouubor dassrooms (asas in Ihe prarieand nea lhe pond mipped with benaes and ma%ids for leaning) and rre 
anently in Ihe process otmnvetingour playqound m an all-naural play and lermingaeamd instdlingan ouubor fire ring 
WeareMop lng  a numbs of pamaships with l o d  and ndional businesses in ordAm fundand M o p  Ihee  innovdive 

sprees. We have pur&ased ageenhouse lo be ind led  on-slteIhis Mas. Our L E D  buildngkanpus ieaures make a 

siqif ignt and positiveimpad on mdmI h&. R ~ e a r a  demonmas Ihanaurd limtingand qeen buildng Lechnologes 
Ihamplrem Improveme indnor a r  wd#Iy mhanoepr&dfivityand sbldB1taAieuemmt whiles#mulWmusly improving 
mdmt hedm Nave Ian8gplng results in less p e m d d e u ~ .  

13. Paoe Th~rteen 

Pillar 3: Environmental and Sustainabilii Education 

Smdent achievement goal: lOO% o f  the school 's araduates are em-ronmemallv and sustainability 

m. 
Pillar 3 inc ludes mree  main Elemenis: 

1) Interdiscipl inary learning about the key  relationships between dynamic environmental, energy and 

human systems. 

2) Use  of the environment and sustainability m develop STEM contern knowledge and thinking sk i l ls  to 



prepare graduafes tor the Zlst century technology-driven economy. 

3) Development of  civic engagement knowledge and skills, and studenis' applicalion o f  these to 

address sustainabilityand environmental issues in lheir community. 

Each question i n  this section i s  designed to measure your school's progress toward Allar 3. 

14. Paoe Fourteen 

Q3Ak Which practices doe ycllr s e h d  arploy tohelp insureU~eenvirmmentd s ldsust ind i l i t y  literacy dycl l i  
g raates? (Pleasechg* dl t h a e y )  

Our sd,ool has an mvironmmtal or sustanabiliy literacy gadrabon reqrirmmr 

Ennronmmtd md susmnabilily mnapts ae  inlsgdedthrou#outthe olniollum 

Ennr0nmml.l md  suslirnabilily mncepts ae  inlsgded inm dassroom based and schwiw~de assessments 
Prokslond dRlelopmen oppomniues in mvironmentd and sustanab~lny d m o n  ae  prov!&dfor all -6s 

Please dea ibe ycllr schd 's  envirmmentd u s u s t i n ~ l i t y  litwacy g a d m  requiranent. (MaximmZmrads) 

We have dwelopedm mvironmemd liter- m p e  and secpmce, mdassuredthad topicis mvered. In Muon .  our 
mcknts mmplae an mvironmentd ollminang prolea, where they spend an enure yea immersed in an mnronmental 

issue. They mmplere s iq i f i gn tmce  hours relaed m me issue. as d l  as reze%d,lprmiaions about the issue. in whid, 
a major reglirmmt is rdabngtheir luuem mqor mnronmmgl mncepu (the flow of energy, @ingot milifids. hap 

over time. intmrelabonships. humm impam on themvironmmL elc). WeaedRlelopingamdentanbdrs p r o w  in 

whld, sIucknh in ea3 gadelrom Kindqmm mmu# BlJ gadewill shldythe dffermsusranableleablres of our canpus. 
E a 3  gade lefd will foms on lmingaboutoneor moredfferem canpus -re. a d  the mcMU will p r m t  their newly 
acquired knowledgem their-en. -den&. and pamh. Thiswill in turn &&all ofour pamtsaboutthesuSfainable 

canpus m d  how they auld be inmrporded in other venues. By the Omeour m c M h  re& the8th gade. they will be 

knowledgeable about all of thesustanablecmpus feablres andwill arras m-I a m b m r s .  ableto mnchdtours and 
&cae visimrs about the bmdm. 

Pleasedescribe ycllr dassram baseda sehdmdeassessmenis i n  envirmmentd s l d  sust indi l i ty  ancepts and 
indudewhapercmtqpd students smed-prdidenr a let6. (Marimrnzmrrods) 

Wearelun s m n g  m implement m envlronmemd portfolio regliremmt a d  gade level, where sbldpnu will be keeping 

seledgl mnronmmldly rdevmt maenals horn kindergnen throu* 8th gade m monitor and assess progess and 

knowledge Benganew progan. we cb not have &on m c M s  v n r e  Studnu wll also be *ng a testa the end of thnr 
suscrnablllry unn (ln Mach), mres unsalable StucMU mrnplaether ennronmemd mlmlnang prolea, which 1s 
desiqedas an arthmncasses~nmt ofther ennronmmtal knowlm. amuds. m d a n c e n ~ m t s b l l s  md  amudes All 

mdents pas th1s (=re profiomtly). as if is agadrabon reOlimenL Mmy other dassroom-brsedassesmmeare in use 
bearse our mrnmlum is fomsedon IhemnronmmL buttheare indnchalized by -er 

Please describe prdessimd devdqment m n i t i e s  avai lde in envirmmentd s l d  sus t i n f i l i t y  stadads. 

Indudethe percentged feshers w h o p a t i d m  in theseqpnunities werthe past2 ysss. (MaximmZmmrds) 

Our sgAin-setvia- involve mronmmgl  & d o n  mmponmu. All -6s pabopae in these. (We have an muredq 
dRloEd lo plmning infegitedmnmnrnengl uniu, with aspder mdmafies schdledm mme. Prmiously this yea. we 

had prolssional dwelopmenl on dassroom padens. usingour LEED &fied buildng as a IEmingdassroom. and naure 

journaling.) Our school has an mvironmmgl & d o n  spmaliston Mthaworks with all Wen anddassrooms. but 

espeially with new -ers w help t h m  feel mmfo~table-ing in md  about theenvironmml Two m e r s  (1m) 

atended the G r w  Schools mnferma last yea, and arenrbi NAAEE mnferma 2 yeas qp. 6 -6s (3W) m d e d  a 
workshop about a m n g m d  usingoumor leaning areas. 2 e&mx (10%) Henrbithe Chi- Wilderness Wildones 

mnfermce; 3 hers (15%) afendedthechirqp Wilderness annual mnfermoe We provide in-house opporlunitig for the 
-8s who arend these mnferen- m bring their new bwd-  and skills bar); m our cm pus md  shaethem mth he r  

mlleagres. 

4381: Doycllrschd's scamceoolrses frequently usesustinzhility andtheenvirmmentasauntextfa leaning 



scimce(such as asking westims. develwingandusingmodels. planningandcaryingcllt investigzdims. andynng 
and interpdingdaa, using m d h d c s  and minking. anstrudingerplan~ms. and mgg ing  in 

agumart franevidenoewhm erplaingmvirmmentd and sustinsbilily issues)? 

ws 

Our mmmlum Involve integaed mvironmenral unia aevery g&Id. These unm melamy projm-based so studena 

ae mllming md monimringdara. r-h~ng i s u s  m a  aeimpormt m thm. md maLing mnnedons b m v m  dsdplines. 
We employ a mnmuaivia or i w i r y  appro& when possible. In d o n .  our students en- in Wappropriae 

enwronmmtal ssvke leanlng projem horn kindqawn throu!$ Em g&. Oneexanpleofsuh is a projert in whih our 
firm q h  ae mrrenUy mgqzd. Ther goal ism aedemstom-desiymad ha&panledkiuhm mrnpon buckets for sale. 

Any prom from me sale of these buck& is ars~qed m me hool 's mmposbng progan. The sludena inmrporae this 

projert inm lher mrnmlum in a number ofways: -Thq lean mmemajrs by dmlajng me wlume of rndenals m q  ae 

keepingout of lmdills. - Thq studysuence by delnnglnm how me mmposting process works m break down ormic 
materials into valuable matm a d  aeabngdkmt rwpsfor  mmpondependng on how their msmmas wa t  m use it - 
They aeae infonaive a d  mnvindngsales bmhures a d  flyen m publiozether pro&-. -Thq learn emnomlrs by 

smdylng supply and m a d  a d  rktmnining how rnuh m &age in order to rnakeaproht 

QJ82: If ymr s a d  i s  ahigh schd. does ycllr s c h d  olrriollum&ecmneaims dassrmnandcdlege 

and caw readiness. i n  p d o l l a  postsam&q m m s  in mvirmmentd and ~~~~~~~lily fields (fa exanple, ClE 

meen S u s t i n d e D e i g n  and Techndqn aurse)? 

Pleasedesaibemesecdlegeand caw cmneaims. (Maximm200rmds) 

Q P :  Dostudents cm&d an -qiae, self&eded, cividnnrmnlly m v t  prqed a every grade level? 

ws 

If n d  in dl grades. pleasespecify which gades. 

Wha perw tqpd las t  yeds  g a d u a e s e o d p r d i d m t a  bdlw m a-nily a ciwicmgqlenent skills 

~ S B S r n t ?  

10a)bstudena pmsed m&r mlminaing mvironmenoll s6wce leaningpmja(it is aq&aion replirment) 

Please pwidemefdlming infamdim: 

ma p e r w e o f  mese projects h s  on ennronrnental or suslanabil~ly mpics? : 10a)b 

ma  pwcmt4le of mdents m r n p l d  suh a prole3 lasl pat'? : la 

Q3a: Dostudmts havemminglul clltdm leaningaperimoe(experimoes t ha  mgqpstudents i n  mtical 

thinking, p d m s d v i n g a n d  dgis im d i n g )  a ~ e r ~  gradelevel? 

Yes 

If n d  in dl grades. pleasespecify which gades 

Pleaseshae h a c l l t d r a  leaning is u s d  tot& an aray dsubjerts in antens. m-me brasda camunity. and 
develop civic skills. (MaxirmmZmwsds) 

Our teach= aeenmuragxim Dsach using me ouldoors as adarsrwrn whenever it makes sense in memmmlum. Smdents 

en- in phenolo(ly&amlledlons. whih hons obwaion. ckawnpwriling. rneawringad&amll&on skills. wdl 

as mmmunidon skills. Sudents in 1-8th q& keep naurejoumds. a d  use mese in ther wnongmmmlum. Students a e  

dl inwlved in environmental service I m i n g  projects t h a m m u r e  stewadship behaiors. For nanple. students work wim 

&It mrnmunity volunteen m rstorea praneaross the streafrom our h o o l ;  mdens promote ran bard use. &me me 

publicabout the bends. a d  mnsuudanddl ran bards. a d  students haue b w m e  involved in a m p a y  m hdp ga me 

NCU bill pased in mnqes. One -plea our 3rcU4lh yade Lewis andClak unit Thestudens w a d  m a l o d  h o m e  
in me midde of winter in or& m paidpae firsthand in me types of hallenges and adventurs Lems a d  Clak fired They 

build me1 own sh-. lesn how w stat afire by hand. a d  wok over the fire m q  hawaded  Thestudents remembn mis 
unitadgain aqmtdealof hnowiec@andpn&frorn mer hands-on paadpaion. 



Q3C4: Pleaserksuibe y w r  patnershipswith m e l d  an rmn i t y (e9 .  kadsnit. business. gwernmnS nmprait 

m d  in Ium4 scienceinstibltims) tohelpahrmceywr s d r d ,  d h e r a o d s  (spedd ly  sdrodswith r a r c e s )  

m d t h e g r e  r m r m n i t y t a r a d  the3Pill-s. Indudeborn t h e s c q e a d  inpaddthesepabnerships. (MBinwm3m 

m d s )  
We have aprwlously-dewribed pameh ip  wlm me Prdrie Crossing Farm. We arealso in me pro- of dwdoping ajolnl 

summer W e r  ~nsfifuk (for outside [&en) MIh me Farm. We work in patmcrship wim our loel mmmuniIy mllq? 

(College of Lake CounIy). where mllege sbldmts mme m work with our sbldAlD on lord food preparaon and preservation. 

Weare also &eloping pmmshlps with me mile relami b our susgnzhle lmdscaping m d  their hortlmhre depamenc. 
m d  mrou!#7 mar LEED m l l i a o n  progan. Weare M o p i n g  apameh ip  wlm Naionrl Louis Un ive iy  m work wlm 

mar presevia? t&ers on environmental & d o n  m d  integazdennronmental unin. Our god is b aeaean opporbJniIy 

for pre-smia? W n s  m mmple(e m in-&a? pmgan on our campus. where they cm be menmred by our W e r s ,  who 

a r e d r a d i n  environmental d d o n .  This will result in more new [ den .  having d o d o n  md expniena? in integated 

environmenral d d o n .  m i s  will allow m m  m bnnglhar new skills whnwer m q  work expandngme i m p a  m d  bringng 

environmenral & d o n  lnb new xhwls. We worlr m m  lord nonprofit mnsevation w o e s  s u d  as me Lib- Prane 

Consevmw sn our -den& cm pabtipae in renorahon a d i n k  m d  omn volunteer adi-. We have a patmcrship mm 
Wac Mmagenent m present m wadmnually b mestudens whoseorlminlling p ro la  m & e  me bigot3 impaon  me 

envlronmenL Wealso p a n 8  with mmy omm loel businsse mdgovemmentapoes. in a m p s  in &c;de mmn h u t  

environmental impad m d  enmurqpmmn m make sustanzhly doirzs. Our s t u b s  kmpenUy ravel b omn h o o l s  m 
& mvironmenml IlgSons b younger mdens. indudng both lessons about lhe benehs of environmenfd behaviors like 

rwdlng. m d  [ d i n g  about w l o g d  mncepn. Our studens have raveled b Chi- doo ls .  Wakqgn xhools. m d  

Gumee&ools. anong om-. 10 w mar peen. 

QJ3: This i s  theendd Pilla 1 Pleasedescribeaber Rdhcds mdrmasurenents yorr s h o d  uses toensure 

m i m l d i n g  students r e e n v i r m m n M l y  m d  susbinability liter* (Maxinwm20Dwrr&) 

Our doo l ' s  orrrimlum IS mtered aound meenvironment m d  wem&eamncerted~Rm inlegaleenvironmental rmda 
and issue wim dl ot our dassroom mmmlaaeas. Thls IS me basis 01 our d m ,  m d  we uy b indude it in studens' lhves 

wery diy We worlr with all M m s  m maesure maall rmdens aredweloplng asenseof plaoe. slewarciship behaviors, and 

mlogcal literacy. Throus M n  protesional dwelopment m d  evedullion, we emsuremame environment 1s a prlorty in dl 

ot our d a ~ ~ r w m s .  m r o u s  9 yeas. our rmdens demonsuaemnononed mnnedions m me naural worldmddwdop 

memin(tul un&mdngs of emlogd  pro- m d  humm elfem mereon mq lean stewardship m d  empowmnent 

skills mamll m&e men bemme adivemd enga@tiuzens who haveme knowlec@md megsire m dfed posmve dange 

in mar mmmunides. 

15. Page Fifteen 

This ondudes y w r  G r w  R i h  M o d s  Appliedim. Plezsetakea-t tonslcesure y w ' v e a s r s e d  nay 
questim tothebest d y w r  ability. (hoeyw pmPd past this page, y w r  qpliedim i s  onsidered subri t tedsldwi l l  

n d  beavailablefm further editing 

16. Paae Sixteen 

Thmk y w  fmsubr in ing m appliedim tolllinasGreen R i h  Schads. 

Ywr applicdim will b e m i d d m g w i t h  dl cmpleted qpl ied imstd lov ing t h e m i a i m  deadlinedFebruay15. 

2012. 

I f  y w  havemy questims. peaseonha  Illinas' G r w  R i h  Schads p q l r a n u u d i n d a ,  Ann Muraro4accpo 

17. Thank You! 



Thank y m  f a  subrining ymr schml's Green Ribbm a p p l i d m .  Weapprmdeymr p a f i a p t i m  in this prqlran 



PENDING O M B  APPROVAL 

PART I - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 

School and District's Certifications 

'The signatures of the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalents) on the next page 
certify. for public schools, that each of the statements below concerning the school's eligibility and 
compliance ivith the following requirements is true and correct. For private schools, the signatures 
o f  the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalent) on the next page certify that 
statements 1 through 3 and statement 8 are true. 

I .  The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K- I ? .  (Schools 
on the same campus with one principal. even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire 
school.) 

2 .  The school achieves or comes close to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon 
Pillars: I )  environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; 
and 3)  environmental and sustainability education. 

3.  The school has bccn evaluated and selected from among schools within the state or 
Nominating Authority's jurisdiction (BIE. DoDEA), based on quanfifirduchiel~emeni 
toward thr three Green School Pillars and Elements. 

4. Neither the nominated public school nor its public school district is refusing the U.S. 
Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) access to information necessary 
to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district wide compliance review. 

5 .  OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the public school district concluding 
that the nominated public school or the public school district as a whole has violated 
one or more of the civil rights statutes. A violation letter of findings will not be 
considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective action plan to remedy the 
violation. 

6. The [J.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the public 
school or the public school distric~ as a whole has violated one or more of the civil 
rights statutes or the Constitution's equal protection clause. 

7. Thcre me no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in 
a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to thc public school or 
public school district in question; or if there are such findings. the state or public school 
district has corrected. or agreed to correct. the findings. 

8. The school and. in the case of a public school, the public school district. meet 
applicable federal. state. tribal and local health, environmental and safety requirements 
in law. regulations and policy and are willing to undergo EPA on-site verification. 

I'ape 6 01'9 
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PENDINC OMB APPROVAL 

U.S. Lkparrrnenr o/E&ca/ion 
201 2 Green Ribbon Schools 

For Public Schools only: [Check all that apply) W LKarter 1 Tille I [ ] Magnner W Choice 

Name of Principal - i>r- G& I 
(Specify: Ms.. M i s ~  Mrs.. Dr., Mr.. etc.) (As it should appear in the official records) 

C 
~ t ~ i c i a l ~ c h o o ~ ~ a r n e  ?ralrlc&ur~q Chartcer dchooi 

(As it  should ap&r in theoKicial records) 
School 
Mailing Address I 53 1 %n& ?olnt 2c.d . . - 

(If address is P.O. Box. also include s&t address.) 

6 r a p ~ ~ k e ~  ..~ ~. . . iL. . _ b o ~ . s ~  
City State Zip 

County ~L&L State School Code Number* . jq~qqq 000 

Telephone { % L ( i  1 5q3 -q 33-2 Fax ig* 1 %3-sqL1 
. . 

W C ~  s i t e / l l R L M .  DTO.ICI L L ~ S I  ~iwrkr V ~ C E , ~  .c. 3 E-mail nherstw;cr@ - c ~ h ~ . & r s & w ( . o ~  
- 1 

I have reviewed tbc information in this application. including the award and cli~ibility 
requilernenb on page 2-4. and eertify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate. 

dd x Cfi---/ Dale -. . 3 . / ) 3  //2 
(Princiyl's Signature) 

I have review-ed the information in this application, inelding the award and eligibility 
rcquircments on page 2-4. and certify that to the bcst of my knowledge all information is accurate. 
1 concur that this is one of h e  highest performing gmm school applicants in our state. 

~ ~ 

cnt's Signature) 

*Priware Schoolr: i / t k  in$ormaiion reqiresred is nor applicable, write AYA in the space. In no case. 
is u pri~urre schwl required tu make certi/cation ndtlf regard lo the pubuhlrc school di.strict in 
~vhich it i~ louilrd 

P q t  i cd9 
PENDINC OMB APPROVAL 



PENDING O M B  APPROVAL 

P A R T  [ I  - SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

Instructions to School Principal 

Provide a concise and coherent "snapshot" that describes how your school is representative of your 
state's highest achieving green school efforts in approximately 600-800 words. Summarize your 
strengths and accomplishments. Focus on what makes your school worthy of the title U.S. 
Department of Education Green Ribbon School. Be sure to note if students were actively involved 
in preparing the application. 

This summary should be written as a stand-alone document. It will provide the E D  review panel 
\kith an overview of the school's green activities that were detailed in the application to the state. 
DoDEA or BIE evaluators. If the school is awarded a Green Ribbon, this information may be 
shared uith other schools, candidates for next year, the press. and the public. 

PART 111 - UOCLIMENTATION O F  STATE EVALUATION O F  NOMINEE 

Instructions to Nominating Authority 

For the pilot year. the Nominating Authority must review nominated schools for high achievement 
based on the schools' qz~unfifiednchievemr,tt6 toward reaching the goals of each of the three Green 
School Pillars and elemetits.' 

For each school being nominated by the Authority to ED, please attach state (or equivalent) 
evaluation materials (application) based on the Nominating Authority Evaluation Support 
Framework provided by ED to facilitate your evaluation of schools. 

The Nominating Authority must review and sign the following certification for each school being 
nominated to ED. 

Nominating Authority's Certifications 

The signature by the Nominating Authority (the CSSO. DoDEA or BIE) on this page certifies that 
each of the statements below concerning the school's eligibility and compliance with the following 
requirements is true and correct. 

/l . The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12. (Schools 
on the bame campus with one principal. even a K- 12 school. must apply as an entire 

6 The quantified assessmelit should be based on the common metrics provided in state level evaluaror guidance. 
7 In future bears. evaluators will be required to review the school community's comprehensivegre~17schoolplo11 that 
incorporates. nt  a tniinimuln. the plan elements listed under "The Three Pillars and Elements." and a 
~ U . S L ' ~ I I ~ L ~ L I . S S C . ~ . ~ I I I L ' ~ I  for each of  the elements of the plan: however. this documentation is not a requirement in the pilot 
ycar. 
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school.) 

J3.  The school achieves or is one of those overseen by the Nominating Authority which 
comes the closest to achieving the goals ofa l l  three green Ribbon Pillars: 
I ) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; and 
3) environmental and sustainability education. 

J 3  The Nominating Authority has evaluated the school and selected it for submission to the 
U.S. Department of Education from among those schools overseen by the Nominating 
Authority which have applied for a Green Ribbon, based on qrrunr~fiedcrchievett~mt 
toward the three Green School Pillars and Elements. 

J4. The school and the district meet applicable federal civil rights and federal, state. tribal 
and local health, environmental and safety requirements in law. regulations and policy 
and are willing to undergo EPA on-site verification. 

Name of Nomina~ing 
d f  L5,&&" Agency 

Name of Nominating 
Authoritv - 

(Specify: Ms.. Miss. Mrs.. Dr., Mr., Other) 

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility 
requirements on pages 2-4. and certify. to the best of my knowledge through a documentary 
verification assessment, that the school meets the provisions in this Part of the Nominee 
Presentation Form. 

Date 3 1 1 t ~  I- 

(Nominating Authority's Signature) 

Note to Nominating Authority: The application, including the signed certifications should be 
converted to a PDF file and emailed to Director. ED-Green Ribbon Schools at 
g ~ ~ c c n . r i b b o n . s c h o o l s i r i ~ e ~ .  or mailed by expedited mail or a courier mail service (such as  
Express Mail. FedEx or UPS) to Andrea Suarez Falken. Director. Green Ribbon Schools, Office of 
Communications and Outreach, 3 2 2 7 .  U.S. Department of Education. 400 Maryland Ave. SW. 
Washington. DC 20202-8173. 

PENDING OMB APPROVAL 



Prairie Crossing Charter School Summary of Achiwements 

Prairie Crossing Charter School (PCCS) is a public school that transforms our children 
through academic discovery and interaction with o w  unique natural, ecological, and 
community resources. Our Values include: 

En\ironmental Stewardship: We respect the Earth and conserve, protect and 
restore the natural environment. 

Fxological Understanding: We believe the natural environment provides a fertile 
ground for creativity, wonder, inquiry and integrated learning across academic 
disciplines. 

We strive to nurture a generation of youth who can lead us  toward a future in which 
caring for our earth is innate and essential. We achieve this through: (1) our foeus on 
reducing environmental impact and increasing energy efficiency, while actively engaging 
students in learning, living, and teaching about these critical issues; (2) our care for the 
environmental, physical, and socio-emotional health of our students; and (3) our 
integrated environmental curriculum that breaks down traditional barriers between 
subjects and makes learning more meaningful to students. 

PCCS' campus features the first LEED certified school building in Illinois. From 
conception to construction, we created the school's campus to reflect our mission and 
values and demonstrate green technologies. We were proud to achieve a LEED Gold 
rating by the USGBC. The campus features local, renewable, and recycled materials, 
native landscaping, a geothermal beating and cooling system, natural ventilation and 
lighting, solar panels, wind turbine, rain cisterns, rain barrels, indirect and direct 
fluorescent lighting, dual flush toilets, sensor-controlled sinks, and more. 

Each environmental feature of PCCS' campus serves as a teachingllearning tool. We 
launched a Green Ambassador Program to ensure that students understand the green 
features of the campus, making the campus a sustainability classroom. This program also 
gives students an active role in promoting and communicating about the school by 
serving as tour guides and presenting the campus' environmental features to visitors. 

Our monthly Green Challenges ensure that our students learn about integral 
environmental issues and practice sustainable behaviors at school and home. Topics this 
school year include: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle; Trash Free Lunches; Composting; 
Donate, Don't Toss; Paper Reduction; Use Less Electricity; Water Consenation and 
Leave No Child Inside. Tbe classrooms receive activities and resources for each month's 
environmental theme, and engage in auditing and behavior monitoring. Classrooms then 
set measurable goals for improving their performance over time. Through these types of 
hands-on programs, our students become environmental stewards in their homes, 
families, and neighborhoods. PCCS hopes to empower them to reflect the lessons they 
have learned outwards, lighting the way for others to learn, engage, and improve. 

At PCCS, we believe that children learn through dynamic engagement in the natural 
world. Our students spend time in active play outdoors every day except in severe 
weather conditions. In addition to daily m e s s  for all students, we utilize the outdoors as 
a classroom. As part of our integrated environmental curriculum, students in all classes 
participate in field studies, take nature walks, plant, maintain, and harvest classroom 
gardens, build natural dens, participate in solo spots and phenological observations, visit 
the Learning Fann, and more. Students develop a strong sense of place through these 
activities. 



In classroom gardens and at the Learning Farm, PCCS students actively participate in 
every stage of growing organic crops, h m  planting, caring for and harvesting plants to 
preparing them for consumption. This hands-on, outdoor education incorporates our 
constructivist and integrated approach to learning. While growing food, students learn 
about the history and economics of agriculture, mathematics concepts through the 
measurement of plants and compost materials, writing and reading through relevant 
research and reflection, and earth science through the study of soil quality and the 
transformation of energy in living things. PCCS students then have the opportunity to 
participate in a freshly prepared monthly Farm to Table lunch, featuring crops grown by 
students. This meal, accompanied by experiential learning, makes an impact far beyond 
the lunch table. Students bring home their knowledge and experience of growing and 
eating new, healthy foods, and can make a significant impact on their family's 
purchasing and eating behavior. 

As a charter school, we believe in reaching heyond our campus, and our commitment to 
senice learning helps us achieve that goal. Every grade at PCCS participates in extensive 
Service Learning Projects, concluding with our P/8Ih grade Culminating Projects. These 
projects seek to engage students in exploring the questions: - How are you going to better the world in whicb you live? - What are you going to do to positively impact the environment and your 

community? 
Prairie Crossing Charter School does that by seeking out opportunities for collaboration 
in our community and beyond. We hope to serve as a model, and to be a passionate and 
committed partner for schools and organizations looking to improve their environmental 
impact, connect youth to the natural world, and give them the motivation, education, 
and resources necessary to protect it. 



MURARO ANN 

Subject: FW: Green Ribbon Schools 

From: McQuillen, Deirdre [mailto:Deirdre.McQuillen@Illinois.qov] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 8:37 AM 
To: MURARO ANN 
Subject: Green Ribbon Schools 

Ann- 

Sorry, this took so long to get back to you. All three of our Bureaus checked their records and we have no violations 
pending against any of the 3 finalist schools. 

If you need anything else just let me know. 

Thanks. 

Deirdre McQuillen 
Illinois EPAIPartners for Clean Air 
Outreach Coordinator 
phone: 217-558-0073 
fax: 217-785-8346 


